
ARTICLE 25. INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS -- REGIONAL PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT.  

 
§ 8-25-1. Legislative findings and purposes. 
The Legislature hereby finds and declares that as a result of changes in the economy, population 
shifts, new transportation demands and increasing demands for public services, and as a result of 
increasing complexity in government programs and added demands on public revenues, there is a 
need to plan comprehensively for the future development of West Virginia and to provide for the 
efficient management of limited public revenues for the purpose of promoting the orderly 
development of the state and harmonizing the development of the state's governmental, social, 
economic, environmental and physical resources, while maintaining acceptable levels of public 
services and facilities toward the end of promoting the general health, safety and welfare of all its 
citizens. The Legislature further finds that the responsibility for planning and development rests 
with the governor of the state, as the state's chief planning officer. The Legislature hereby further 
finds and declares that problems of growth and development so transcend the boundary lines of 
governmental units that no single unit can plan for the solution of these problems without 
affecting other units of government; that intergovernmental cooperation on a regional basis is an 
effective method to approach common planning and development problems and to seek more 
efficient and economical solutions to common problems of local government; and that assistance 
of the state is needed to make the most effective use of local, state, federal and private resources 
and funding in serving the citizens of all the state and of such regions; and the Legislature further 
finds that any assistance provided by the state for the purpose of this article is for the benefit of all 
its citizens and for a public purpose.  

It is, therefore, the purpose of this article to delegate to the governor, the responsibility for 
planning and development in order to (1) achieve the objectives and policies necessary for the 
orderly growth and development of the state; (2) facilitate intergovernmental cooperation; and 
(3) designate regions and provide for the creation of regional planning and development councils; 
all being hereby declared to be public purposes.  

§ 8-25-2. Definitions. 
The following terms, wherever used or referred to in this article, shall have the following 
meanings unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context: 
(a) "Comprehensive planning" shall mean the process of (1) assessing, within a geographic area, 
the needs and resources of the area; (2) formulating goals, objectives, policies and standards to 
guide its long-range governmental, social, economic, environmental and physical development; 
and (3) preparing plans and programs therefor which (a) identify alternative courses of action 
and the spatial and functional relationships among the activities to be carried out thereunder; (b) 
specify the appropriate ordering in time of such activities; (c) take into account other relevant 
factors affecting the achievement of the desired development of the area; and (d) provide an 
overall framework and guide for the preparation of functional and project development plans. 
(b) "Development" shall mean the process of implementing, carrying out, effectuating, 
administering or otherwise performing the activities, processes, steps or operations as necessary 
to meet the comprehensive planning goals, objectives, programs and plans formulated, accepted, 
adopted or approved as a result of comprehensive planning. 
(c) "Region" shall mean a specific geographic area consisting of at least one county or two or more 
contiguous counties in which a regional council may exercise authority and powers in accordance 
with the provisions of this article. 
(d) "Regional council" shall mean a regional planning and development council established 
pursuant to the provisions of this article.  

§ 8-25-3. Powers and duties of governor generally. 
The governor, as chief executive officer of the state, shall be responsible for planning and 
development of the state's governmental, social, health, economic, environmental and physical 
resources. In executing this responsibility, the governor shall: 
(1) Prepare, revise and update state development plans which he shall, at least annually, submit to 



the Legislature. Such plans shall identify and stress statewide goals, objectives and opportunities, 
giving appropriate consideration to regional council and local governmental plans; and shall 
include, but not be limited to, population and economic analysis; appraisals of the state's natural 
resources; general land use policies; policies for housing and urban development; transportation 
policies; policies for health services; manpower programs; employment opportunities; education; 
law enforcement; environmental protection and other programs; projection of needs for public 
facilities, recreation and open space; and policies for intergovernmental relations and 
governmental organization: Provided, That once a regional plan is submitted to the governor by a 
regional council for his consideration in preparing, revising or updating a state plan, the governor 
shall have a period of sixty days from the date such regional plan is received by him within which 
to specify in writing to the regional council his objection or objections to such regional plan, and if 
no such objection or objections are so specified, then such regional plan shall become a part of the 
state plan.  


